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U.S. Department 400 Seventh St., S.W.
of Transportation Washington, D.C. 20690

Research and
Special Programs
Administration

NOV 27 2002

Mr. Edward O’Brien Ref. No. 02-0271
Fire Protection Consultants, LTD

8719 Pete Wiles Road

Middletown, MD 21769

Dear Mr. O’Brien:

This is in response to your October 14, 2002 letier requesting clarification of the Hazardous
Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180). Specifically, you request a variation from
the requalification markings displayed on pressure-sensitive labels for cylinders used as fire
extinguishers. In your letter you provided a copy of a pressure sensitive label for our review.

As provided in recently adopted § 180.213(c), the HMR permit the application of pressure-
sensitive labels bearing the requalification information on DOT specification cylinders used as
fire extinguishers. However, as pointed out in your letter, the marking configuration on the labels
are not consistent with the HMR but conform to the requirements referenced in NFPA 10,
Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, which is adopted by many State and local agencies.

The requalification marking on pressure-sensitive labels for cylinders used as fire extinguishers
must be marked in the manner illustrated in § 180.213(d). However, upon written request, a
variation from the marking requirement may be approved by the Associate Adminitrator as
provided in § 180.213(d)(1). A request for a variation may be submitted to the Office of
Hazardous Materials Exemptions and Approvals (DHM-30), Research and Special Programs
Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 7th Street SW., Washington DC,
20590-0001. e

Sil;rely, Z \. j ‘

Hattie Mitchell
Chief, Regulatory Review and Reinvention
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards
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October 14,2002 02 -0 L(?/

U.S. Department of Tran'sportation
Rescarch & Special Programs Administration
Office of Hazardous Material Standards

Attn; Edward Mazzullo
Dear Mr, Mazzullo,

FFrC LTDisa company that provides HazMat training for companies engaged in
the fire extinguisher business.

This letter is a request for variation pertaining to Docket No RSPA-01-10373
(HM220D) referencing section 180.213 Requalification Marking
(1) a cylinder used as a fire extinguisher may be marked by using a pressure sensitive
label.
Request for vaniation ref.(d) Requalification marking, for a fire extinguisher per section
180,209(j) Requalification by the volumetric expansion test or the proof pressure test, or
the § years external visual inspection for fire extinguisher cylinders conforming to section
180.209(g), marked with a pressure sensitive label per our example ONE on page 2. The
month, year and test pressure would be indicated by a perforation such as by a hand
punch.

This label and marking would be consistent with the requirements for marking
Extinguishers referenced in NFPA #10 which is adopted by the State Fire Codes, see
example TWO on page 2 regulations. 29CFR 1910.157 on Portable F ire Extinguisher
Inspection, maintenance and testing does not specify how a hydrotested extinguisher
shall be marked,
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The reference to Fire Extinguishers includes specification cylinders used s
hand portable fire extinguishers, wheeled unit fire extinguishers, fire suppression
system cylinders for pre engineered and engineered systems. With regard to the
label suppliers samples shown on example TWO page two, it is my belief that
this type of label did not comply with regulations prior to October 17, 2002 or

with the current regulations,

Sincerely
FPCLID

Ll O B
Edward O’Brien
President
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month year test pressure indicated by a perfoi‘ation such as a
hand@ punch, ' :

proof pressure test -5 on label
volumetric expansion teat- no 5 on label

5~ year external visual inspection for fire extinguishers
conforming to Section 1B80.209(g) -E on label '
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